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Section B

Relationships
Answer all questions in this section.

0  1 Which one of the following best describes the matching hypothesis? Write A, B, C or D in 
your answer book.

A People are attracted to others who are physically very different from themselves.
B People choose romantic partners of similar physical attractiveness to themselves.
C People become more similar to their partner the longer the relationship lasts.
D People are most attracted to the most physically attractive person they can find.

[1 mark]

0  2 Which one of the following is not a factor in Rusbult's investment model? Write A, B, C or D in 
your answer book.

A Satisfaction.
B Comparison with alternatives.
C Investment.
D Complementarity.

[1 mark]

0  3 Which one of the following best describes Duck's grave-dressing phase? Write A, B, C or D in 
your answer book.

A One partner privately broods about dissatisfaction with the relationship.
B The couple openly confronts each other about the problems in their relationship.
C The breakdown becomes public; friends and family are told and take sides.
D Each ex-partner constructs a personal narrative about why the relationship failed.

[1 mark]



0  4 Outline what is meant by self-disclosure as a factor affecting attraction in romantic 
relationships.

[3 marks]



0  5 Anna and Ben have been dating for six months. Anna often complains to her friends that she is the 
one who plans all their dates, makes most of the effort with Ben's family, and remembers all of their 
important anniversaries. She feels that Ben does very little in return. Recently, Anna has started to 
feel unhappy and resentful in the relationship and has begun to wonder whether she should end it.

Use equity theory to explain Anna's feelings about her relationship with Ben.
[4 marks]

0  6 Outline filter theory as an explanation of attraction in romantic relationships. Refer to all three 
filters in your answer.

[4 marks]

0  7 Briefly outline the effects of absence of gating in online relationships.
[3 marks]



0  8 Briefly outline the absorption-addiction model as an explanation of parasocial 
relationships.

[3 marks]

0  9 Outline the three levels of parasocial relationships identified by McCutcheon et al. (2002).
[3 marks]



1  0 Discuss Duck's phase model of relationship breakdown. Refer to at least one strength and 
one limitation in your answer.

[8 marks]



1  1 Tania has been in a romantic relationship with Marcus for five years. She often feels that she puts 
in more effort than Marcus: she does most of the cooking, organises their social life and remembers 
all their friends' birthdays.

In the past year, Tania and Marcus bought a flat together. Tania has invested all her savings in 
renovating it, and they have shared many memories there. Tania has recently met another man at 
work, Jake, who seems kind, attentive and interested in her.

Despite all of this, Tania says she cannot imagine leaving Marcus.

Discuss theories of romantic relationships. Refer to the case of Tania as part of your 
discussion.

[16 marks]
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